
                                                                                                 
 

 

International Conference of Young Scientists  

«Theories and Methods in International Relations» 

 

On the April 21-22, 2022, the Primakov National Research Institute of World Economy and 

International Relations, Russian Academy of Sciences (IMEMO), Moscow, will host the 

international conference of young scientists «Theories and Methods in International 

Relations». 

Conference sessions will address following issues: 

Is there an actual scientific theory of International Relations?  

 

Modern studies of international relations are complex and multi-component. Is it possible 

to claim that there is a certain Theory of International Relations that unites under its umbrella all 

the related scientific fields: economics, political science, sociology, philosophy, psychology, 

etc.? This section intends to set the tone for the whole conference and to raise a fundamental 

question about the admissibility and possibility of developing a Theory of International Relations 

 

 

International Economic Relations: Theory and Methodology. 

 

This section invites to discuss aspects of classical and alternative theories of international 

trade, international movement of economic resources (capital, labor and technology), approaches 

to the assessment of the effectiveness of foreign economic policy and to the analysis of the rate 

of integration processes. Presentation of the original works on these topics and applied use of 

theoretical tools are welcomed. 

 

Methods of studying socio-economic development challenges. 

 

Nowadays the whole planet is undergoing a difficult period of transformation of the 

established world order. The related changes are caused by the systemic crisis that marks the 

transition of humanity to a new type of social relations’ organization. A significant 

methodological problem for researchers in this context is the need for a comprehensive study of 

the changes taking place in the economy and social sphere with the increased attention being 

paid to the theoretical and methodological aspects of analysis.  

 

Among the key thematic areas of the section are: 

 

1. Theory and methodology of the study of socio-economic development issues 

amidst the formation of a new technological mode;  

2. Approaches to the study of existing methods for assessing socio-economic 

development; 

3. Approaches to the study of features and mechanisms of modern world order’s 

social architecture’s transformation;  



4. Analysis of social disproportions and gaps in the fields of employment, 

education, healthcare, social security, migration and population;  

5. Forecasting as an important element of social and economic development 

strategy in modern conditions;  

6. Strategic planning of social and economic development as a key to sustainable 

development;  

7. Theoretical and methodological aspects of studying socio-economic 

development issues at international, national, supranational and subnational 

levels. 

 

International Security: Theoretical understanding. 

 

Section participants are invited to put the theoretical basis of international security 

research at the forefront of their papers. How do theoretical constructs reflect the diversity of 

contemporary understandings of security, from "hard" to "soft"? What ideas, models and 

frameworks are applicable to the analysis of specific episodes? How exactly the real facts of 

international relations confirm, refute or force the transformation of those intellectual concepts? 

 

International Conflict: Scientific approaches. 

 

Conflicts remain key element in world politics: despite the general decline in their 

number, this topic has attracted and will continue to attract the attention of researchers. This 

section intends to consider a wide range of international conflicts of various origins, types, and 

nature, with a focus on theoretical and methodological approaches to research. Conference 

participants considering practical cases are invited to include in their papers the methodology 

needed to analyze the causes, participants, and prospects for conflict resolution with a 

demonstration of its application to specific examples. Conceptual papers devoted to a critical 

reflection on the development of theory and methodology in contemporary conflict studies are 

also welcome. 

 

Ideology and Identity: Promising categories of research. 

 

Ideology as a significant political factor, contrary to some predictions, has not lost its 

importance since the end of the Cold War. Moreover, in the early 2020s, the influence of the 

ideological factor on international and domestic political processes is increasing. Among the 

academic community there is a pronounced trend for a new understanding of ideology as a key 

political concept.  At the same time, the issue of identity studies has also been booming in recent 

decades.  

 

Section participants are invited to present papers within the framework of the following 

research areas: 

 

1. Problems of theorizing and conceptualizing the categories of ideology and identity; 

2. Methods and techniques of studying ideology and identity;  

3. Ideology and identity in social sciences and humanities: general issues and problems 

of understanding;  

4. Epistemological potential of research. In the selection of applications, special 

attention will be paid to the analysis of the theoretical and methodological component 

as the basis of the research. 

 

 

 



Quantitative and Qualitative methods in Social Sciences. 

 

The development of technology in the twenty-first century offers researchers a wide 

range of opportunities for the use of data in the study of political and economic processes. This 

section invites to focus on new approaches to the study of international relations, world 

economics, and regional studies that have emerged through the use of quantitative and 

qualitative analysis, as well as IT technologies. 

 

We invite the participants of the section to discuss the methodological developments and 

technologies used in their research. The topics of the presentations may include: 

 

1. The use of quantitative methods and modeling in studying international processes 

and economic analysis: mathematical, econometric and game models, network 

analysis, etc.;  

2. Mathematical and statistical methods in the study of international relations: 

correlation, factor, regression analysis, etc.;  

3. Qualitative methods in international relations: content analysis, event analysis, 

cognitive mapping;  

4. Quantitative and qualitative analysis of textual data: official and news sources, 

social networks; 

5. Using programs and programming languages to solve research problems: building 

databases, developing processing algorithms, etc.;  

6. Experience in combining quantitative and qualitative methods within one study. 

 

 

Methods of scientific forecasting and their practical implementation. 

 

Participants of this section are invited to present their original practices and methods of 

forecasting or to review and analyze domestic and foreign experience in this area. This section 

may address a wide range of issues related to the global economy and international relations, the 

problem of risk assessment and long-term planning. 

 

The practical result of the section should be not only a discussion of current issues, but 

also the prerequisites for the formation of a community of young forecasters and futurists. 

Expected topics: 1. General issues of forecasting, theoretical and philosophical aspects; 2. 

Practical use of forecasting methods: from classical techniques to machine learning; 3. Problems 

of verification and evaluation of forecasts efficiency; 4. Experience of forecasting research 

application in state and corporate sectors: from short-term risks to foresights; 5. Problems of 

long-term strategies and planning in foreign policy and foreign economic activity of states: 

theoretical ideas and practical results. 

 

Non-Western history and Western theories of International Relations. 

 

For the past decades, international relations scholars have been searching for non-

Western theories of international relations that could compete with the traditional theories that 

appeared in the West (realism, liberalism, constructivism, Marxism). The results so far have not 

been impressive: at best, we are talking about specific strands of classical theories like peripheral 

or subaltern realism, at worst, schools with a national bias. 

 

At the same time, non-Western civilizations have a rich history that is difficult to describe 

within the framework of existing classical theories. In this section we try to find an answer to the 

question: are non-Western theories of international relations possible (and necessary in 



principle)? Is it possible to describe the historical experience of non-Western civilizations using 

the tools of modern theories? Is there an alternative to classical theories that would allow us to 

analyze with equal success the actions of contingent West and East, North and South? 

 

Political Space as a research category. 

 

This section will explore the category of space in the study of international relations, 

global, transnational, regional, national, and subnational social and political dynamics. We invite 

participants to reflect on the following topics: Space vs. territory: the complexities of 

conceptualizing political space. Geopolitical, institutionalist, postmodernist, constructivist 

interpretations of political space. Modern transnational spaces. The role of identity in the 

formation and transformation of spaces. Macropolitical identity in regional integration projects. 

Spatial dimension of ethno-political conflicts. The potentiality of the spatial approach in the 

analysis of international regimes. 

Eligibility: candidates and doctors of sciences (PhD degree or equivalent), as well as 

graduate and postgraduate students under the age of 40 years are invited to participate in the 

conference. 

The hosting party does not cover travel and accommodation expenses of the participants and 

guests of the conference. 

Format of the event: mixed (online + face-to-face participation). 

In order to apply, complete the following electronic form by March 22, 2022: 

https://forms.yandex.ru/u/61f7b4bfe1f82603112f74b5/ 

Application should be accompanied by detailed abstract of the report in either English or 

Russian, 2 to 8 thousand characters with spaces (1-2 Word pages, Times New Roman font, size 

14, spacing 1.0). 

The abstract should focus on the scientific method or theoretical approach that allows to 

solve the scientific problem set by the author. 

The results of the conference will be published in the IMEMO’s series «Global Development». 

The organizing committee reserves the right to select materials for presentations and to include 

them in the collection of articles based on the results of the conference. 
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