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 Shifting Hegemony and Adapting to a New Global Order
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V38S37v08Bg
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Foreword

The Emirates Policy Center (EPC) holds its 12th Abu Dhabi 
Strategic Debate (ADSD) under the theme “Shifting 
Hegemony and Adapting to a New Global Order.” 
As in previous years, the Center is keen to ensure that 
the debate’s agenda keeps pace with the most pressing 
international and regional developments.

On the first day, the debate will focus on shifts in the 
global order, exploring the implications of President 
Donald Trump’s return for the future of the liberal 
order, China’s grand strategy in a changing world and 
the emerging geopolitical challenges facing Russia and 
Europe. Discussions will also address new arenas of 
competition among major powers.

On the second day, attention will turn to the Middle East. 
Panels will examine regional dynamics following the 
events of October 7, the emerging regional geometry, 
changes in the balance of power, local and regional 
repercussions of the war between Israel and Iran, the 
future of state reconstruction in Syria and Lebanon and 
the “day after” in Gaza. Additionally, a special panel on 
the United Arab Emirates will address the goals and 
dimensions of the UAE’s strategy for global leadership in 
artificial intelligence.

The Emirates Policy Center is honored to have a 
distinguished group of policymakers, strategic experts 
and prominent researchers participate in the gathering. 
This year, the Center has placed a particular emphasis 
on enhancing the diversity of panels – intellectually 
and geographically, as well as in terms of gender 
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representation. Notably, the majority of this year’s 
speakers are participating in the event for the first time.

On this occasion, I would like to extend my sincere 
appreciation to all speakers, panelists, moderators and 
participants for their contribution to the success of this 
event. My deep gratitude goes to His Excellency Dr. 
Anwar Gargash, Diplomatic Advisor to the President of 
the United Arab Emirates, for graciously delivering the 
keynote speech, which has become a cherished tradition 
of the ADSD.

I hope that those present and following the discussions 
will gain valuable insights into the strategic 
transformations shaping our world and region, and be 
better able to anticipate the challenges and opportunities 
ahead. It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 12th 
ADSD, and to our capital, Abu Dhabi.

Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi

President of the Emirates Policy Center
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Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi
President of
the Emirates Policy Center

OPENING REMARKS

Sunday, November 9, 2025

Monday, November 10, 2025

Day One: The Global Order at 
a Crossroads

12:00-18:00

8:00-9:00

9:00-9:30

20:00

Badge Collection

Gala Dinner (By Invitation Only)

Registration 

GROUP PHOTO
FOR MODERATORS AND SPEAKERS 

H.E. Dr. Anwar Gargash
Diplomatic Advisor
to the UAE President

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
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H.E. Omar Sultan 
Al Olama

Minister of State for 
Artificial Intelligence, 
Digital Economy, and 

Remote Work Applications

H.E. Dr. Mohammed
Al Kuwaiti 

Head of Cyber Security of the 
UAE Government

Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi
President of 

the Emirates Policy Center

Dr. Ebtesam 
Almazrouei

Executive Director
of the Office of AI and 
Advanced Technology 

at Department of 
Finance - Abu Dhabi

Moderator

Speakers

Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi
President of
the Emirates Policy Center

OPENING REMARKS

Sunday, November 9, 2025

Monday, November 10, 2025

Badge Collection

Gala Dinner (By Invitation Only)

This panel highlights 
the pivotal role of 

artificial intelligence 
in the UAE’s power-
building efforts. It 
explores national 
initiatives aimed 

at establishing the 
country as a regional 
and global leader in 
AI, and examines its 

positioning within the 
broader landscape 

of technological 
competition among 

global powers. 

Break
10:30 - 10:45

9:30 – 10:30

 THE UAE AND
 ARTIFICIAL

 INTELLIGENCE
LEADERSHIP

PANEL

1

https://epcenter.ae/43al0dW
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Amb. Douglas 
A. Silliman

President of the Arab 
Gulf States Institute in 

Washington, DC 

Paul J. Saunders
President of the Center 

for the National Interest in 
Washington, DC

Dr. Eric Hamilton
 Associate Vice Chancellor 

at NYUAD

Steve Clemons
Editor at Large at The 

National Interest in 
Washington, DC

Moderator

Speakers

This panel explores 
the far-reaching 

consequences of US 
President Donald 
Trump’s foreign 
policy approach, 
characterized by 

unilateralism, 
transactional 

diplomacy and 
protectionist 
tendencies. It 

assesses how these 
policies challenge the 
liberal, rules-based 
international order 
and reshape global 
governance norms.

10:45 – 12:00

 US POLICY AND
 GLOBAL SHIFTS:

 THE LIBERAL
ORDER ON TRIAL

PANEL

2

https://epcenter.ae/4ooHK2r
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Prof. Chen Qi
Director of Center for 

China-US Relations at the 
Tsinghua University in 

Beijing

Dr. Mabel Lu Miao
Secretary General of 

the Center for China and 
Globalization in China

Ahmed Aboudouh
Head of the China Studies 
Unit at the Emirates Policy 

Center

Dr. Shaojin Chai
Non-Resident Research 

Fellow at The Guangzhou 
Institute of Greater Bay Area 

in China

Moderator

Speakers

This panel 
investigates China’s 

evolving global 
strategy in response 

to technological 
competition and 
trade tensions, 

particularly those 
initiated during 

Trump’s presidency. 
It also explores 

China’s efforts to 
forge new alliances 

and its growing 
military footprint, 
especially in the 

Indo-Pacific.

Lunch Break
13:00 - 14:00

12:00 – 13:00

 CHINA’S
 GRAND

 STRATEGY IN
 A CHANGING

WORLD ORDER

PANEL

3

https://epcenter.ae/4qB2TYN
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H.E. Helga Schmid
President of the Board of 

Governors of the European 
Institute of Peace in 

Brussels

H.E. Lucie Berger
Ambassador of the 

European Union to UAE

H.E. Nickolay 
Mladenov

Director General of Anwar 
Gargash Diplomatic 

Academy in Abu Dhabi

Moderator

Speakers

This discussion 
addresses Europe’s 

growing security 
challenges, including 
the threat posed by 
Russia, the ongoing 
war in Ukraine and 
the uncertainties 

surrounding 
the Trump 

administration’s 
policy regarding 

transatlantic 
relations and the 
future of NATO. 

It also examines 
political, economic 

and social challenges 
that threaten the 

European integration 
model.

14:00 – 15:00

 EUROPE’S
 SECURITY
DILEMMA

PANEL

4

Steve Clemons
Editor at Large at The 

National Interest in 
Washington, DC

https://epcenter.ae/4nEjHeL
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Prof. Alexander Dynkin 
President of Primakov 

Institute of World Economy 
and International Relations in 

Russia

Cliff Kupchan
Chairman of the Eurasia 
Group in Washington, DC

Dr. Andrey Kortunov
Former Director General of 
the Russian International 

Affairs Council

Speakers

This panel analyzes 
Russia’s global 
strategy in the 

context of growing 
geopolitical isolation 
and a shifting global 

order. Topics of 
discussion include 
Moscow’s stance 

on the future of the 
Ukraine conflict, 

relations with 
Western powers, 

its Arctic resource 
ambitions, the scope 

of its partnership 
with China and its 

expanding influence 
in Africa.

15:00 – 16:00

 Understanding
RUSSIA

PANEL

5

Dr. Randa Slim 
Non-Resident Senior Fellow at 

the Foreign Policy Institute of the 
Johns Hopkins-SAIS

Moderator

https://epcenter.ae/47SIwi6
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Prof. Choe Wongi
Head of the Center for ASEAN–

India Studies at the Korea 
National Diplomatic Academy 

Prof. Li Wei
 Professor and Vice Dean at the 

School of International Studies at 
the Renmin University of China

Dr. Samir Saran
President of the Observer 

Research Foundation in New 
Delhi

Mohammed Soliman
Senior Fellow at the Middle East 

Institute in Washington, DC

Dr. Hoda Alkhzaimi
Associate Vice Provost 

of Research Translation, 
Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship at NYUAD 

Moderator

Speakers

This panel 
examines how 

global and 
emerging powers 

are competing 
for control over 

critical resources, 
including rare 

metals and 
semiconductors, 
as well as trade 

corridors, physical 
and digital 

infrastructure, 
communication, 

space technology 
and other 

emerging domains 
of power.

16:00 – 17:00

 THE NEW BATTLES
 FOR INFLUENCE:

 CORRIDORS,
 SEMICONDUCTORS

 AND STRATEGIC
   RESOURCES

PANEL

6

https://epcenter.ae/47l11f1
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H.E. Nasser Kamel
Secretary General of the 

Union for the Mediterranean 
in Barcelona

Dr. Paul Salem
 Senior Fellow at the Middle East 

Institute in Washington, DC

Dr. Kilic Kanat
Research Director at the SETA 
Foundation (Washington, DC 

Office)

Mohammed Baharoon
Director General and Co-Founder 

of the Dubai Public Policy Research 
Center

Speakers

Amb. Karim Haggag
Director of the Stockholm 

International Peace Research 
Institute  

Moderator

This panel 
analyzes the 

transformative 
shifts in the Middle 
East since October 
7, 2023. It explores 
emerging regional 

alignments, 
evolving power 

dynamics and the 
contours of the 

“new Middle East.”

9:00 – 10:15

 A NEW
 REGIONAL
GEOMETRY

Tuesday, 
November 11, 
2025

PANEL

7

Day Two:
The Middle East 
After October 7  

https://epcenter.ae/43IMeZf
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H.E. Saeed Khatibzadeh
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of Iran

Dr. Seyed Mohammad-Kazem 
Sajjadpour

Professor of International Relations at the 
School of International Relations in Tehran

Dr. Sanam Vakil
Director of the Middle East and 

North Africa Programme at 
Chatham House in London

Dr. Vali Nasr
Majid Khadduri Professor of the 

Middle East and International 
Affairs at Johns Hopkins-SAIS

Dr. Mohammad Dehshiri
Dean of the School of 

International Relations at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Iran

Moderator

Speakers

A Conversation with

Moderator
Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi

President of the Emirates Policy 
Center

This panel focuses on 
the impact of Iran’s 
diminished regional 
influence after the 

attacks on its proxies 
following the October 

7, 2023 events, as 
well as the aftermath 
of the recent Israeli-

Iranian confrontation. 
The discussion also 

considers Iran’s future 
relationships with 
regional countries 

and the prospects for 
future conflicts with 
Israel and the United 

States.

10:15 – 10:45

 RETHINKING
 IRAN’S

 REGIONAL
STRATEGY

Break
11:45 - 12:00

10:45 – 11:45

PANEL

8

https://epcenter.ae/3WBFfgP
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Dr. Samir Altaqi
Non-Resident Senior 
Fellow at the Atlantic 

Council in Washington, DC

Dr. Rim Turkmani
Assistant Professor at 
the London School of 

Economics and Political 
Science

Mina Al-Oraibi
Editor in Chief of The 
National in Abu Dhabi

Dr. Ammar Kahf
Executive Director of the 

Omran Center for Strategic 
Studies in Damascus

Moderator

Speakers

This panel focuses 
primarily on 

the political and 
geopolitical shifts 
in Syria following 

the downfall of 
the Assad regime. 
It addresses the 

challenges of 
rebuilding a new 
Syria, including 

establishing 
inclusive 

governance, 
restoring security, 

implementing 
economic reforms, 
pursuing national 

reconstruction and 
preserving national 

unity.

12:00 – 13:00

 THE FUTURE
 OF NEW

 SYRIA AND
HEADWINDS

PANEL
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https://epcenter.ae/43Rd29J
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Dr. Joseph Bahout
Director of the Issam Fares 

Institute at the American 
University of Beirut 

Dr. Paul Salem
 Senior Fellow at the Middle 

East Institute in Washington, DC

Nadim Koteich 
General Manager of Sky 

News Arabia in Abu Dhabi

Bilal Y. Saab
Senior Managing Director of 

TRENDS US in Washington, DC

Speakers

Dr. Randa Slim 
Non-Resident Senior Fellow at 

the Foreign Policy Institute of the 
Johns Hopkins-SAIS

Moderator

This panel explores 
challenges to 

restoring state 
authority and building 

sustainable peace 
in Lebanon, whether 

through economic 
reforms required 

by the international 
community or 

the disarmament 
of Hezbollah. It 
also considers 

the prospects for 
Lebanon’s future 

relations with Syria 
and Israel.

13:00 – 14:00

 LEBANON:
 CHALLENGES
 OF REGAINING

 THE STATE AND
 SUSTAINABLE

PEACE

Lunch Break
14:00 - 15:00

PANEL

10

https://epcenter.ae/4owoxM0
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Dr. Shira Efron
Distinguished Israel 
Policy Chair at RAND

David Makovsky
Ziegler Distinguished 

Fellow at The Washington 
Institute for Near East 

Policy

Nomi Bar-Yaacov
International Peace 

Negotiator at Geneva 
Center for Security 

Policy

Udi Dekel
Director of the Research 

Program “Conflict to 
Agreements” at the Institute 
for National Security Studies 

in Israel

Moderator

Speakers

This panel tackles the 
evolving landscape 
in Israel following 

the events of October 
7, focusing on 

shifts in domestic 
politics, deepening 
societal divisions 
and changes in 

military doctrine and 
capabilities. It also 

explores the broader 
implications of 

these developments 
for the Palestinian 

issue, Israel’s 
regional influence, 

its international 
relationships and 

the trajectory of the 
country’s future.

15:00 – 16:00

ISRAEL:
WAR WITHOUT, 

WAR WITHIN

PANEL

11

https://epcenter.ae/43wAidh
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Dr. Abdel Monem Said
Chairman of the Advisory 

Council of the Egyptian Center 
for Strategic Studies

Dr. Zaid Eyadat
Professor of Political Science 
and International Relations at 

the University of Jordan

Dr. Mohammad Al Masri
President of the Palestinian 

Centre for Strategic Studies and 
Research in Ramallah

Speakers

17:00 - 17:30

Yusuf Sherif
News and Program Presenter 

at Sky News Arabia in Abu 
Dhabi

Moderator

 CONCLUDING
REMARKS

This panel examines the 
future of the Gaza Strip, 
assessing the viability 

of Trump’s peace 
plan, the challenges 
of ending the conflict 
and the prospects for 

establishing a new 
governance framework 
without Hamas. It also 

explores the launch 
of reconstruction 

efforts and considers 
how lasting peace in 
Gaza could influence 

the broader trajectory 
toward Palestinian 

statehood.

16:00 – 17:00

 POST-WAR
 GAZA:

 SECURITY AND
 GOVERNANCE
CHALLENGES

PANEL
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https://epcenter.ae/4hIJot6


#ADSD2025

STAY TUNED

https://x.com/emiratespolicy
https://epc.ae/en/home
https://www.instagram.com/emiratespolicycenter/
https://www.facebook.com/EmiratesPolicyCenter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/emirates-policy-center
https://www.youtube.com/emiratespolicycenter
https://t.me/EmiratesPolicy
https://epcenter.ae/m/Adsd

