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At the opening of the presentation Academician Alexey Arbatov, Head of the Center for 

International Security, reminded the audience of the long history of the joint project between the 

Primakov National Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations (IMEMO) 

of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 

(SIPRI) to produce the Russian edition of the SIPRI Yearbook: Armaments, Disarmament and 

International Security. 

Unlike versions of the SIPRI Yearbook issued in other countries, the Russian one includes 

a Special Supplement which consists of articles written by leading IMEMO experts and guest 

contributors. Its topics reflect the most pressing problems of international security and are 

selected by the Russian side independently, while its translation into English (Russia: Arms 

Control, Disarmament and International Security) is distributed as a separate publication abroad. 

Addressing the audience with some welcoming remarks Academician Alexander Dynkin, 

President of IMEMO, stressed that the joint project – which would turn 25 next year – largely 

owned its long history to the efforts of the Russian team. He mentioned that during that period 

the relations between Russia and the West had traveled “from big hopes to big disappointments” 

having reached the current level of heightened military-political and economic tensions. 

Academician Dynkin noted that the topics of the SIPRI Yearbook 2016 covered a broad 

range of threats and challenges facing the international community today. Mentioning the 

significant size of the Russian edition which in 2016 exceeded a thousand pages, he elaborated 

on some areas of its research. He drew the attention of those present to the fact that the Special 

Supplement was a unique and authoritative publication reflecting the point of view of Russian 

experts on the most acute security issues. 

He also argued that the Russian edition of the SIPRI Yearbook was an indispensable source 

of reference information calling it “the bible of the country’s expert community”. It is in high 

demand among governmental organizations, federal ministries and agencies. In addition, the 

presentation of the SIPRI Yearbook regularly attracts a large number of national and 

international security experts. 

In conclusion, Academician Dynkin commended the editorial team of the Russian edition 

and authors of the Special Supplement and expressed gratitude to the Federal Department of 

Defense, Civil Protection and Sport of Switzerland for its longstanding support of the project. 

One of the founders of the joint project, Academician Vladimir Baranovsky, Head of the 

Research Division at the IMEMO Center for Situation Analysis, spoke about the history and 

milestones of the project. He pointed out that today’s political background to the SIPRI 

Yearbook 2016 and Special Supplement was marked by a high level of instability which made 

continuing cooperation between the two institutes even more valuable. 

Academician Baranovsky noted that at the early stages of the project there was an urgent 

need to study the legacy of the Cold War, followed by euphoria, loss of illusions, and, finally, by 

confrontation between Russia and the West. Under those conditions, the joint project of SIPRI 

and IMEMO has continued to provide objective analysis of international security issues and 

maintain a spirit of cooperation among the foreign and domestic expert and professional 

community. 

He also drew attention to two features of the SIPRI Yearbook 2016: 1) the scope of 

research of the English-language edition expanded beyond the traditional approaches to arms 

control and disarmament; and 2) the Special Supplement broadened and deepened the themes of 

the original SIPRI Yearbook. 

A member of the editorial board of the Russian edition of the SIPRI Yearbook, Dr Sergey 

Oznobishchev, Head of Division at the Center for International Security, stressed that the 2016 

edition once again demonstrated a high level of analysis traditionally provided by experts from 

both SIPRI and IMEMO, and thereby supported the authority of this collective project among 

domestic and foreign audiences. 

He emphasized that the ever-expanding set of topics investigated in the SIPRI Yearbook 

unfortunately testified to the deteriorating situation in the area of international security. 



Dr Oznobishchev reconfirmed the high popularity of the Russian edition which was eagerly 

awaited not only by experts residing in Moscow, but also those from the regions. He elaborated 

on one of the central issues of the 2016 Special Supplement – European security, conventional 

arms control and relations between Russia and NATO. 

The presentation was followed by a lively discussion in which representatives of both 

academia and research institutes of the Russian Ministry of Defense took part. During the 

discussion participants touched upon a wide range of security issues, arms reduction and 

limitation regime, and key issues of non-proliferation closely related to the topics of the SIPRI 

Yearbook and IMEMO Special Supplement. 

The current state of arms control was described as a deadlock. The near future prospects of 

third countries join the process of nuclear arms control were regarded by experts as elusive. 

Particular emphasis was made on the growing threats to the non-proliferation regime. 

Well-known experts and representatives of federal ministries took part in the discussion. 

Among them: Natalia Bubnova, Leading Researcher of the Center for International Security of 

IMEMO; Victor Esin, Leading Researcher at the Institute for the US and Canadian Studies of 

the Russian Academy of Sciences, Colonel-General (retired); Stanislav Ivanov, Leading 

Researcher of the Center for International Security of IMEMO; Nikita Magda, Senior 

Researcher of the 12th Central Scientific-Research Institute, Defense Ministry of the Russian 

Federation; Vladimir Ponomarev, First Secretary of the Department of North America, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation; Vladimir Sotnikov, Director of the 

Russia-East-West Center; Pavel Zapariy, Leading Researcher of the 12th Central Scientific-

Research Institute, Defense Ministry of the Russian Federation; Sergey Zavriev, Head of 

Department at the Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 

Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

 


