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A. KUZNETSOV, F. VOYTOLOVSKY, V. SHVYDKO, S. UTKIN,
V. MIKHEEYV, S. LUKONIN, Y. KVASHNIN, B. FRUMKIN,

N. TOGANOVA, V. ZHURAVLEVA

INTRODUCTION

2015 might have been a year of triumph for Russia, as it will be the 70™ anniversary
of the victory over Nazi Germany and the liberation of Auschwitz and the capture

of Berlin by the Soviet Army. However, in 2014, while the world was commemorat-
ing the centenary of the outbreak of World War I, Russia’s relations with the West |

took a sharp turn for the worse. ‘Is there a way of avoiding a rerun of the Cold War?’

was the question many soberly minded politicians and analysts in the West kept ask-
ing throughout 2014.* Few, even Zbigniew Brzezinski’, who argued that without

Ukraine, Russia would never be able to become an empire again, could foresee the
role Ukraine would soon play in the transformation of the post-bipolar world order.

The Ukrainian crisis was the immediate trigger of the aggravation in relations be- |

tween Russia and the West, only a tiny shift among far larger, tectonic processes. The
way both Russia and the West approach the crisis and see its future settlement might
have been very different from what it is, but for the chain of conflicts and revolutions
that swept many post-Soviet states in recent years, not to mention the Arab Spring.
The Ukrainian crisis accumulated all of the unresolved problems in relations between
Russia and the West over the past quarter of a century, which was a period of ‘omis-
sions’ and wasted opportunities for Russia and the West to achieve genuine under-
standing and trust. All of the grievances, insults and misunderstandings that had
piled up on both sides, butin particular, in Russia, suddenly emerged in the limelight
of world politics in 2014, Ukraine being the focal point. The scale and severity of con-
tradictions prompted some to speculate that the ‘Cold War’ was about to have a rerun.

‘Russia and the World', a regular yearly forecast of IMEMO, which began in 2003
and is now in its 13" year, traditionally consists of two parts - economy and foreign

policy. It pinpoints the most recent developments in the world economy and policy

that would be of particular significance for Russia in the short-term future. This is
the first time that the shortened version of the forecast is published in English in an
EU country. Apart from presenting their views in three main spheres - geopolitics,

political economy and foreign policy - the authors regard this publication as a stim-
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