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Overview of the Discussion 

The event was started off by the Head of the Center for International Security (CIS), 

IMEMO, Academician Alexey Arbatov, who conveyed congratulations to the 

audience on the completion of the latest stage of the project on behalf of the President 

of IMEMO RAS, Academician Alexander Dynkin, who was unable to attend the 

event. Academician Arbatov noted that the current situation in the area of arms 

reduction and limitation is very challenging and complex. The lack of progress in this 

important area in recent years has led to the arms control regime failing to adapt to 

new technological and political realities. 

There are profound contradictions in US and Russian approaches to nuclear arms 

control. However, the fact that this subject made its comeback into US-Russian 

relations is encouraging. Russia recently reaffirmed its commitment to arms control at 

the formal level. The dialogue on this topic that has begun to emerge is yet to be 

translated into full-fledged negotiations. 

Director of IMEMO, Corresponding Member of RAS Feodor Voitolovsky delivered a 

welcoming address to the participants of the event. He noted that the joint IMEMO-

SIPRI project is a shining example of a productive, successful and dynamic 

cooperation. In recent years, the tense international environment has contributed to 

the expansion of the thematic range of the SIPRI Yearbook and the IMEMO Special 

Supplement. Feodor Voitolovsky expressed his hope that the United States and 

Europe would support Russian moratorium on the deployment of intermediate- and 

short-range missiles in Europe, which Russia intends to abide by as long as Western 

countries continue to follow its suite. The Director of IMEMO RAS called for the 

extension of New START, as well as for the development of new legally binding and 

verifiable agreements that would reduce military tensions.  

President of RAS, Academician Alexander Sergeyev address the participants with a 

welcoming speech. Academician Sergeev stressed the importance of building 

international cooperation among experts and educators, especially due to the current 

difficult period in international relations. An ongoing arms control crisis has led a 

portion of expert community to believe there is a possibility of maintaining a lasting 

peace  “without treaty restrictions.” However, Russia’s recent initiatives are a clear 

call for a return to the traditional system of arms limitation and reduction.  There is, of 

course, a need to take into account new technological developments in armaments. 

Deputy Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Council of the Federation 

of the Federal Assembly, Professor of the National Research University – Higher 

School of Economics Vladimir Lukin pointed out the high quality, professional 

competence and credibility of the SIPRI Yearbooks in scientific and political circles. 
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Vladimir Lukin noted the significant intellectual contribution of the Academician 

Andrei Sakharov to natural and socio-humane sciences. He drew attention to the 

activities of Academician Sakharov as a legislator during the existence of the 

Congress of People’s Deputies of the Soviet Union. During his short time as an 

elected deputy, Academician Sakharov proved himself a large-scale politician 

fighting for the prospects of the democratic development of the country.  

The Director of SIPRI Dan Smith addressed the participants with a welcoming speech 

highlighting the importance of bilateral cooperation between SIPRI and IMEMO  and 

expressed his hope that it will continue in the future.  He stressed that the substantial 

reduction in the number of nuclear forces was the result of the implementation of the 

previous agreements, however, “at the moment there is no progress toward new 

agreements.” The Director of SIPRI also pointed to the need to address the 

involvement of other nuclear powers (China, France, United Kingdom, India and 

Pakistan) in the nuclear arms control process.  

Academician Roald Sagdeev noted that Academician Sakharov was the first one 

among Soviet members of academia to initiate a discussion about the dangers of 

large-scale deployment of anti-ballistic missile defense systems. In a letter to the 

member of the Politburo of the Communist Party, Mikhail Suslov, Andrei Sakharov 

raised the issue of adverse consequences of the deployment of anti-ballistic missile 

defense systems on strategic stability. Academician Sagdeev pointed out the 

importance of an in-depth study of the intellectual legacy of Academician Sakharov 

for the development of new approaches to disarmament. 

In her address, the Director of “Andrey Sakharov Foundation” Marina Sakharov-

Liberman drew the attention of the participants to the important episode in 

Academician Sakharov’s career, when he convinced the Soviet leadership to reduce 

the explosion power of the so-called “tsar-bomb” from 100 to 50 Mt. This is an 

indication of the level of scientific awareness of the harmful effects of nuclear 

weapons that he had.  

Project Coordinator, Head of the Section of Military-Political Analysis and Research 

Projects of the CIS Sergey Oznobishchev noted that it there is hope that the 

resumption of the dialogue on strategic nuclear weapons might lead to a “renaissance” 

of arms control as a whole. Sergey Oznobishchev also pointed out that the joint 

project between SIPRI and IMEMO has survived several political era and continues 

to be actively present in the scientific and political space. 

Member of the SIPRI Governing Board, Head of Research of the Center for 

Situational Analysis at IMEMO Academician Vladimir Baranovsky noted that SIPRI 

enjoys full independence in defining the thematic focus of its research. The main 
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competitive advantage of SIPRI is the fact that it puts emphasis not only on analysis 

but also on the factual side of arms control and international security issues,  

identification of long-term trends in the areas under study, the diversity of sources of 

information used, as well as the diversity of expertise. Academician Baranovsky gave 

the joint project of SIPRI and IMEMO RAS a very high praise. 

Chief Research Fellow of the CIS, Professor, Major General (ret.) Vladimir Dvorkin 

pointed out that the research done by SIPRI encompasses not only issues related to 

nuclear armaments, but also provide in-depth analysis of the whole range of other 

means of warfare and highlights the danger pertaining to their build-up in the context 

of the current level of international tension. The SIPRI Yearbook is considered to be 

an important and respected publication, which cautions against military conflicts that 

have the potential to escalate into a nuclear confrontation.  

Comments were provided by the following speakers: Leading Researcher, Institute 

for the US and Canadian Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences, Major General (ret.) 

Pavel Zolotarev; Director of the Center for Korean Studies at the Institute of the Far 

Eastern Studies Alexander Zhebin; Leading Researcher at the CIS Stanislav Ivanov; 

and Professor of the Russian State University for the Humanities Vladimir Pryakhin. 

The event was attended by representatives from executive power bodies of the 

Russian Federation; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation; the 

Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation; the Military Academy of the General 

Staff of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation; enterprises of the defense 

industry; research institutes of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 

Federation; scientific institutions, including the All-Russian Scientific Research 

Institute of Experimental Physics (RFNC-VNIIEF, Sarov); embassies of several 

foreign countries (including Ambassadors of India and Sweden); scientists, specialists 

on international affairs, and journalists. 


