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Moscow, 29 September 2016

In his opening remarks at the presentation Academician Alexey Arbatov, Head of
the Centre for International Security of IMEMO RAN stressed the importance of the joint
IMEMO-SIPRI project, the Russian version of SIPRI Yearbook in the context of drastic
deterioration of the international security environment. In these conditions it becomes
essential that the experts continue their dialogue.

Unlike versions of SIPRI Yearbooks issued in other countries, the Russian one
includes a Special Supplement that has been compiled by high-qualified IMEMO experts
for over twenty years. The topics discussed in the Supplement are selected by the
Russian side and reflect the most pressing international security issues; the Special
Supplement is translated into English and distributed outside Russia by SIPRI as a
separate publication.

This Yearbook has once again demonstrated the high quality of analysis that is a
hallmark of SIPRI and that has made the Yearbook so valuable to experts within the
country and abroad. The Yearbook’s contributors do not avoid discussing difficult issues
pertaining to the relations between Russia and the West, yet at the same time remain
objective while analyzing sensitive current international and security issues.

Academician Alexander Dynkin, Director of IMEMO RAN noted that since its
launch in 1993 the joint SIPRI-IMEMO project had survived a number of “tectonic shifts”
in the relations between Russia and the West.

The Russian version of the Yearbook that analyzes major international security
trends is of utmost importance to the Russian expert community. The very fact that
Russian ministries and agencies apply to the Institute for additional copies of every issue
of the Yearbook is but another proof that the publication is in great demand. The issue of
SIPRI Yearbook in Russia always attracts many Russian experts in international security.

In his statement Academician Dynkin also stressed that IMEMO’s Special
Supplement to the Yearbook had also become a popular and respected publication
reflecting Russian experts’ views of the most pressing security issues. The contributors
of this year's Supplement have examined some most relevant international security
issues, and arms reductions and limitations.

In conclusion Academician Dynkin thanked those who had taken part in that work
and expressed gratitude to the Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sport
of Switzerland for the many years’ support of the project.

Academician Vladimir Baranovsky, head of Research at the Center for Situation
Analysis of IMEMO RAN and one of the founders of the joint SIPRI-IMEMO project,
discussed the history of the project and some of its milestones. He reminded that after
the Cold War had ended, new cooperation-oriented ideas in the field of international
security had needed encouragement, which had served as an impetus for the launching
of the project. Adam D. Rotfeld who headed SIPRI for ten years starting from the early
1990s and subsequently made a brilliant diplomatic, as well as academic career, played
an outstanding role in shaping the concept of the project.

It is indicative that the project that has enjoyed well-deserved respect among the
experts, remains in demand after twenty years. SIPRI continues to focus on key



international security topics, maintains unique statistical data bases on a wide range of
issues, ensuring in-depth and professional analysis of current security trends. No doubt,
IMEMO Special Supplement is yet another element that makes this joint project unique.

Sergey Oznobishchev, Head of Sector of the Center of International Security of
IMEMO RAN and a member of the editorial board of the Russian version of SIPRI
Yearbook pointed out that the range of topics examined by the contributors of the
Yearbook and the Special Supplement was continuously expanding, which resulted, to a
great extent, from the deterioration of international security environment. In this context
he expressed gratitude to all participants in the project and noted that conditions in which
the project was implemented became increasingly dire.

A number of well-known experts took part in the discussion. Among them: Natalia
Bubnova, Leading Researcher of the Center for International Security, IMEMO RAN;
Vladimir Kozin, Head of the Group of counselors, Russian Institute for Strategic Studies;
Viktor Makhonin, Head of the Chair of the Military Academy of the Ministry of Defense;
Stanislav Ivanov, Leading Researcher of the Center for International Security, IMEMO
RAN; Natalia Romashkina, Leading Researcher of the Center for International Security,
IMEMO RAN; Andrey Zagorsky, Head of the Department of the Center for International
Security, IMEMO RAN; Sergey Zavriev, Chief Researcher of the Center for International
Security, IMEMO RAN; Efim Zhigun, Director of the Institute of the Middle East Studies;
Viktor Yesin, Leading Researcher of the Institute for USA and Canada Studies of the
Russian Academy of Sciences, General-Colonel (ret).

In the course of the discussion there was touched a wide range of problems of
international and national security affiliated to the topics of the Yearbook and of the
IMEMO Supplement.



